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STATE OF MICHIGAN 

• DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION 

IN THE MATTER OF 

Michigan Standard Alloys, Inc. 
•Zinc-Division 

NPDES PERMIT NO. MI 0037117 

WRCNo.: NC-11-79-03-3271 

NOTICE OF NONCOMPLIANCE AND ORDER TO COMPLY 

TO: Michigan Standard Alloys, Inc. 
Zinc Division 
1256 Milton Street 
Benton Harbor, Michigan 49022 

Attention: Mr. Jay E. Fowler, Vice President-Operations 

PLEASE BE ADVISED that we have sufficient information to believe that 
your facility has failed to comply with the terras and conditions 
of .your National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit 
issued on October 17, 1975. •, 

PURSUANT to the terms of the aforementioned permit (Part I, Section. 
A.5), any discharge from your facility is limited to the following: 

Effluent 
Characteristics 

Total Zinc 
Suspended Solids 

Outfall 
Ho. 

000* 
000* 

Discharge Limitations 
mg/l 

Daily Daily 
Average Maximum 

30 
1 
45 

The monthly monitoring report submitted for the month of August 1979 
shows that your facility exceeded .its authorized discharge limits 
according to the following: 

Date Outfall Effluent 
Sampled No. Characteristics 

8/1/79 000* Total Zinc 

8/8/79 000* Suspended Solids 

Reported 
Value 

6.2 mg/l 

50 mg/l 

000* Treated Quench cooling water prior to mixing. 

FURTHER PURSUANT to the terms of the aforementioned permit (Part II, 
Section A.l): "All discharges authorized herein shall be consistent 
with the terms and conditions of this permit. The discharge of 
any pollutant identified in this permit more frequently than or 
at a level in excess of that authorized shall constitute a violation 
of the permit." 

BE ADVISED that the excursions cited in this Notice of Noncompliance 
are violations of your NPDES permit No. MI 0037117. 

BE FURTHER ADVISED that similarC^roni^^ffluent violations were noted 
in months prior to August 1979. However, they are not being documented 
in this Notice of Noncompliance. This is not to be construed as 
a release or waiver of liability for violations occurring prior 
to the reporting period cited in this Notice. 
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FURTHER PURSUANT to the terms of tlie aforementioned permit (Part II, 
Section A.4, Noncompliance Notification): If, for any reason, the permittee 
does not comply witli or will be unable to comply with any daily maximum 
effluent limitation specified in this permit, the permittee shall provide 
the Regional Administrator and the State .with the following information, 
in writing, within five (5) days of becoming aware of such condition: 

a. A description of the discharge and cause of noncompliance; 
and; 

b. The period of noncompliance, including exact dates and times; 
or, if not corrected, the anticipated time the noncompliance 
is expected to continue, and steps being taken to reduce, 
eliminate and further prevent recurrence of the noncoraplying 
discharge. 

BE ADVISED that the State, to date, has not received the proper noncompliance 
notification for the violations addressed in this Notice. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the Michigan Standard Alloys, Inc. take 
whatever step's are necessary to achieve and maintain compliance 
with permit effluent limitations. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a written explanation be submitted to the 
Chief of the Water Quality Division by not later than December 
7, 1979 for the following: 

1. for failure to maintain your effluent within the permit limitations ; 
2. for failure to submit noncompliance notification. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a program for the corrective actions to be 
taken, that would bring your company into compliance with the Total 
Zinc limits, be submitted to the Chief of the Water Quality Division 
on or before December 7, 1979. 

Failure to comply with the terms of this Order will result in further 
administrative remedies being instituted. 

WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION 
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Date Issued: November 13, 1979 
Robert J. Courchaine 
Executive Secretary 

Robert F. Babcock, Chief 
NPDES Effluent Compliance Unit 

ADDRESS FOR FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE 

Robert F. Babcock, Water Quality 
Administrator 
Michigan Water Resources Commission 
Water Quality Division/NPDES Compliance 
Section 
P.O. Box 30028 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
Telephone: (517) 373-1947 




